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Overview 

1.Background and aims 

 

2.What might the Big Society look like? 

 

3.What might this mean for you? 



State support has discouraged 

personal and social responsibility 

 

ñI am certain that government is a big part of the problem ï its size has now 

reached a point where it is actually making our social problems worse.  Thatôs 

because by trying to do too much, it has drained the lifeblood of a strong 

society ï personal and social responsibility.ò2    

2. Speech, Letôs mend our broken society, 27 April 2010 



The vision 

ñé. We know that the best ideas come from the 

ground up, not the top down. We know that when 

you give people and communities more power over 

their lives, more power to come together and work 

together to make life better ï great things happen.ò 

 

David Cameron 

Prime Minister 



How we get there 

 ñWhat we are grappling with, and what we are 

aiming for, is nothing less than a huge cultural 

shift, where people, in their everyday lives, in 

their communities, in their homes, on their street, 

donôt always turn to answers from officialdom, 

from local authorities, from government, but that 

they feel both free and empowered to help 

themselves and help their own communities.ò  

 

Nick Clegg 

Deputy Prime Minister 



How we get there: The Actions 

ÅRemove bureaucratic burdens 

 

ÅEmpower people to take action 

 

ÅMake public bodies and services transparent 

 

ÅStrengthen democratic accountability 

 

ÅLet local people control public spending 

 

ÅDiversify the supply of services 

 



In short..… 

Localism 

Decentralisation 

Big Society 

Is the ethosé 
Doing everything at the lowest possible level 

and only involving central government if 

absolutely necessary 

Is what we doé 
Giving away power to individuals, 

professionals, communities and local 

institutions 

Is what weôre trying to achieveé 
A society where people, neighbourhoods 

and communities have more power and 

responsibility and use it to create better 

services and outcomes. 



The Big Society affects major areas of life 

Crime and ASB  have 
come down round 

here thanks to the 
way we all work 

together with the 
local police  

People are healthier, 
the health service  

feels like part of the 
local community again 
and we know what to 
do if things go wrong  

I am proud of the 
local school . Its 

really improving and 
fewer kids are 

skiving off  



 

In July, the Prime Minister announced four Big Society 
‘Vanguard Communities’.   
 

Liverpool, Eden Valley (Cumbria), Windsor and 
Maidenhead, London Borough of Sutton approached us 
with Big Society ideas and needed help with barrier 
busting 
 
 
 

A dedicated team of civil servants from CLG is  
available to work with them directly to: 
Å develop proposals,  
Å assist the community in cutting through  
unnecessary red tape, form filling and regulations. 

Vanguards - Signs of Change  



Å Making it easier for citizens to take over 

public buildings so they have the SPACE 

to come together and share ideas 

 

Å Helping communities to raise their own 

FUNDS and increase capacity, particularly 

in deprived neighbourhoods 

 

Å Freeing up LOCAL INSTITUTIONS from 

unnecessary burdens and control and 

enabling them to support grassroots action 

 

Å Enabling citizens to see how money is being 

spent in their neighbourhood, providing 

INFORMATION AND INFLUENCE to set priorities, 

participate in key decisions and co-design 

services 

What’s Govt’s role in making it happen? 

The challenge for any government is how to help 

communities to help themselves ï to support rather 

than stifle grassroots community action 



Office for Civil Society: 

Programmes 

Community Organisers  

 

Community First grant programme 

 

Big Society Bank 

 

Transition Fund 

 



Next Steps 

Localism Bill:  

 

ÅIntroduced before Christmas 

 

ÅConsultation on details of some elements 

(already consultation on right to build) 

 

ÅIn force about April 2012 (subject to 

parliamentary process and approval) 



Thank You 

 

Questions? Observations? 


